CHAP, xn    DIANA AS A GODDESS OF FERTILITY          iai

that in those days the ceremonies had not yet dwindled into
mere shows and pageants, but were still religious or magical
rites, in which the actors consciously supported the high
parts of gods and goddesses ? Now in the first chapter of
this book we found reason to believe that the priest who
bore the title of King of the Wood at Nemi had for his
mate the goddess of the grove, Diana herself. May not he
and she, as King and Queen of the Wood, have been
serious counterparts of the merry mummers who play the King
and Queen of May, the Whitsuntide Bridegroom and Bride
in modern Europe? and may not their union have been
yearly celebrated in a theogamy or divine marriage ? Such
dramatic weddings of gods and goddesses, as we shall see
presently, were carried out as solemn religious rites in many
parts of the ancient world; hence there is no intrinsic
improbability in the supposition that the sacred grove at
Nemi may have been the scene of an annual ceremony of
this sort. Direct evidence that it was so' there is none, but
analogy pleads in favour of the view, as I shall now
endeavour to shew.

Diana was essentially a goddess  of the woodlands, as Diana a
Ceres was a goddess of the corn and Bacchus a god of the J^J88
vine.1    Her sanctuaries were commonly  in  groves, indeed woodlands
every grove was sacred to her,2 and she is often associated
with the forest god Silvanus in dedications.8    We must not Sanctity of
forget that to the ancients the sanctity of a holy grove was 5?^ jn
very real and might not be violated  with impunity.    For antiquity,
example,  in  Attica   there  was  a  sanctuary of Erithasean
Apollo, and it was enacted by law that any person caught in
the act of cutting trees in it, or carrying away timber, fire-
wood, or fallen leaves, should be punished with fifty stripes,
if he was a slave, or with a fine of fifty drachms, if he was a
freeman.   The culprit was denounced by the priest to the king,
that is, to the sacred official or minister of state who bore the

1 Speaking of  the  one God  who         2 Servius     on   Virgil,   Gcorg.   Hi

reveals  himself  in  many  forms  and     332:   " Nam^ ut diximust  et omnis

under  many names,   Augustine says :     quercus Jovi est consecrata,  et omnis

" Ipse in aethere sit Jupiter> ipse in     Incus Dianae}*

air e Juno ^ ipse in mare Neptunus ...         8 W. H. ^.o^iKt^Lexikondergriech.

Liber in  vineis% Ceres  in frumentis,     und ram*  Mythologic^ i.   1005;   H.

Diana in silvis? etc. (De civitate Dei,     Dessau, Imcriptiones Latinae selector,
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